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CURRENT SUPPORT MEMORANDUM 


SOVIET CIVIL DEFENSE AIR RAID DRILLS 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS CODE WORD MATERIAL 


OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND REPORTS 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


This report represents the immediate views of the 
originating intelligence components of the Office 
of Research and Reports. Comments are solicited. 



This document contains classified information affecting the national 
security of the United States within the meaning of the espionage 
laws, US Code Title 18, Sections 793, 794, and 798. The law prohibits 
its transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner to 
an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner prejudical 
to the safety or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any 
foreign government to the detriment of the United States. 

It is to be seen only by US personnel especially indoctrinated 
and authorized to receive COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE 
information; its security must be maintained in accordance with 
COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE REGULATIONS. 

No action is to be taken on any COMMUNICATIONS INTELLI- 
GENCE which may be contained herein, regardless of the advantages 
to be gained, unless such action is first approved by the Director 
of Central Intelligence. 
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TOP SECRET EIDER 


NOFORN/ 

CONT CONTROL/NO DISSEM ABROAD 

SOVIET CIVIL DEFENSE AIR RAID DRILLS 


Air raid blackout exercises have been staged in several cities 
in the USSR last year, according to reports which appear reliable. 1/ 


25X3 

NSA 



In Khabarovsk in late May and early June a four- day air raid 
exercise was held involving a blackout, m ovement of civilians to 25X1C 

shelters, and training in fire fighting. 

^^ military a Scrs^^i^^ove^xn^^^Sy 25X1C 
luring the exercise—which they described as the first drill since the 
Korean War. 2/ 


25X1 C 



le Baltic port of Tallin wa s blacked out duri ng an exercise 
in early September, according to who stated black- 

out curtains were brought to his nCT^ffro on^^ua^lights were masked 
and naval vessels took part, he said. 4/ 25X3 



nr raid arms reportedly were conducted the same month in 
Yerevan, north of Turkey. The populace there was instructed by loud- 
speaker to stay at home until an alarm signal was given by radio or 
factory whistles to enter shelters. A blackout accompanied the 
drill. Sources stated that the drill was related to the tense Turkish - 
Syrian situation. 6/ Air raid drills were reported in Baku in June 
1957. 7/ 


The blackout drills in the USSR supplement a civil defense 
training program, which has been growing in scope. High Soviet 
officials at a February conference in Moscow covering civil defense 
announced that 85 percent of the population (presumably adult popu- 
lation was meant) had received antiatomic defense training in a ten- 
hour course during 1955 and 1956. They said the entire population 
must complete a 22-hour civil defense course by the end of 1958, and 
yet another training program is to be completed by 1960. 8/ 
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